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Junior Kindergarten A.M. 0.5 

Junior Kindergarten P.M. 0.5 

Senior Kindergarten A.M. 0.5 

Senior Kindergarten A.M. 0.5 

Senior Kindergarten P.M. 0.5 

Grade 1 1.0 

Grade 1 1.0 

Grade 1/2 1.0 

Grade 2 1.0 

Grade 2/3 1.0 

Grade 2/3 1.0 

Grade 3 1.0 

Grade 3/4 1.0 

Grade 4 1.0 

Grade 5 1.0 

Grade 5/6 1.0 

Grade 6 1.0 

Library 0.5 

Learning Centre 0.5 

Core French 0.5 

Music 0.5 

Health & Physical Education 1.0 

Junior Curriculum Support 0.5 

Prep Provider 0.5 

Total Staff 18.5 
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created 
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some great pics at the 

Denim & Diamonds Gala 

Blythwood students 

celebrate Earth Day by 

doing their part to tidy up 

Toronto 

Principal’s Message 
 Keeping siblings apart, as required 

 Social/emotional factors 

 Teaching programming strengths 

 Behavioural difficulties 

 Gender balance 

 Friendships 

 Early or late birth dates 

 Other unique considerations or 
circumstances 

As you can see from this list, there are 

many pedagogic factors that provide an 

important basis in the formation of 

balanced classes for the following year.  

Occasionally, there may be personal 

information that is unknown to the 

school staff that may affect the childõs 

placement. This might include family 

changes, recent learning assessments or 

medical situations. The PSA/C 

Executive continues to support that this 

type of information should be the only 

additional information provided for 

placement purposes. Information of this 

nature should be submitted in writing to 

my attention by Friday May 14th 2010. 

I have outlined below a tentative model 

for our organization for the next school 

year. Should you have any questions, 

please do not hesitate to contact me. 

We appreciate your understanding and 

support as we begin this process. 

continued on p.2 

Staffing at Blythwood for 

2010/2011 

The month of May means staffing in 

schools across the city and we are 

currently busy putting plans into place 

for the 2010/2011 academic year at 

Blythwood. I realize the placement of 

your child is very important to you as a 

parent. Rest assured, creating balanced, 

effective classrooms where each child 

has the best opportunity to thrive is also 

the goal of staff.  

We have a sound process for student 

placement at Blythwood. In the Spring 

term, I meet with each teacher to discuss 

the placement needs of every child. The 

teachers bring to this meeting a brief bio 

of the student and any academic reports 

that are necessary. Together, we are able 

to assess what the best possible 

educational environment will be for 

every student using the following 

criteria: 

 A heterogeneous mixture of students 

 Academic achievement 

 Individual learning styles 

School Organization Model 

for 2010-2011 School Year 

The School Staffing Committee, 

consisting of both staff and parent reps, 

has approved the following model: 

 
 

P3 P2 P5 
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Explanation of the Model 

There are now a number of ôrulesõ in place that we 

must follow in developing our model. We were 

instructed as to the number of teachers to be 

deployed in each of the Kindergarten, Primary (1-3) 

and Junior Divisions (4-6) and to deliver 

preparation time. We were also mandated to build a 

grade 3/4 class into our model.  The grade 3/4 is to 

be treated as a primary grade and as such can have 

no more than 23 students. 

Combined Grades 

Certainly the primary caps provide us with the clear 

advantage of small class size. However, because our 

school population doesnõt arrive at the doorstep in 

multiples of 20, some of our classes must by 

necessity be split or ôcombinedõ grades. We will have 

5 combined grade classes in our 2010/2011 model. 

There are several myths about combined grade 

classrooms which may cause some parents concern: 

 The High/Low Myth: Students in a combined grade 

classroom are placed by ability, with very bright students in 

the lower grade of the split and academically less adept 

students in the higher. Although a range in ability will 

exist in every classroom, regular or combined, at 

Blythwood we place students who are 

independent and academically strong in both 

halves of a combined grade. 

 Two Solitudes: Children placed in a combined grade 

class will not make friends in the other grade of their class. 

Peer interactions are shown to be positive in 

combined grade classes. Students show greater 

development of social skills. 

 Aim for the Middle: Teachers of combined grades òteach 

to the middleó of the class. Blythwood teachers look 

at the grade specific content for both groups and 

find similar themes, skills, processes, strategies 

and ôbig ideasõ in program planning and delivery. 

They integrate the content area subjects (ie. 

Science & Technology, Social Studies) with 

Literacy and Mathematics and in so doing cover 

more curriculum expectations specific to each 

grade. The structure of combined grade classes 

facilitates focussed instruction where teachers 

work with small groups of students throughout 

the day. 

Principal’s Message 
continued from p.1 

 Spring forward/fall back: Some people believe that 

their child, particularly if they are in the higher grade, 

may fall behind academically in a combined grade class. 

Educational research shows this is untrue. The 

children in the lower grade of the split donõt 

surge ahead; the children in the upper grade 

donõt fall back. Studies show very little difference 

in the academic performance between children 

coming out of regular and combined grades at 

the end of the school year.  

The individual who is most challenged by a 

combined grade is the teacher. As a teaching 

assignment it truly calls for strong organization, 

excellent class management, high energy and a 

sense of humour. Fortunately all our staff teaching 

combined grades this year have brought those 

attributes to the table.  

This is another year of declining enrolment across 

the TDSB. Enrolment at Blythwood is healthy and 

gradually on the increase. However, even schools 

that are not down in numbers must absorb some 

of the cutbacks. I am very pleased that we have 

maintained the staffing that we currently have but 

unfortunately have had our Special Education 

allocation reduced to a .5 staff member.  

We would like to thank our parent representatives 

on the School Staffing Committee: Susan Fisher, 

Allison Smith, Lynn Hudson and Ann Karon. 

The staffing process is never an easy exercise, but 

we believe we have organized the school in a way 

that will allow us to be as flexible as possible while 

being able to meet Ministry class size targets and to 

deliver the curriculum expectations within a 

positive and enriching learning environment. 

Please keep in mind that this organization remains 

tentative as we continue to register students for the 

next school year and some changes may be 

necessary after the second week in September. 

If you have any questions regarding this process, 

please feel free to contact either one of the parent 

reps listed above, or Kathy Dingley. 

Kathy 
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Wednesday, May 5
th
  

 Film Festival field trip: Gr.1/2 Laws, 

Gr.2 Pollock, Gr.2 Truman, Gr.2/3 

Singh, Gr.3 Katyal 

 Scientist in the School: Gr.1 Almon, 

Gr.1 Freeman 

Thursday, May 6
th
  

 Prologue Performance, Seesham & 

Lotus, 1:15pm, gym 

 Open House, 6:45pm to 8:00pm 

Monday, May 10
th
  

 Director’s Cut, Gr.2 Truman 

 Scientist in the School, Gr.3 Singh 

and Gr.3 Caulford 

 Choral Project Rehearsal, Gr.4 

Hutchison 

Tuesday, May 11
th
  

 Director’s Cut, Gr.2 Pollock 

 Scientist in the School, JK Patt 

 Choral Project Rehearsal, Gr.4 

Hutchison 

 Choral Project Performance, 

7:30pm at Valley Park MS, Gr.4 

Hutchison 

Wednesday, May 12
th
  

 Director’s Cut, Gr.1/2 Laws 

 Pizza Lunch 

 TSO Performance, Gr.5 Nikita, 

Gr.5/6 Blackmore, Gr.6 Tozer 

Thursday, May 13
th
  

 Dental Screening 

Friday, May 14
th
  

 Dental Screening 

 Director’s Cut, Gr.2/3 Singh 

 Boys Soccer Tournament at Rolph 

Road & Bessborough 

mark your calendars 

May 
2010 

Monday, May 17
th
   

 Dental Screening 

 Zion Schoolhouse field 

trip, Gr.2/3 Singh, 

Gr.3/4 Caulford 

Tuesday, May 18
th
  

 Zion Schoolhouse field trip, Gr.3 

Katyal 

 New JKs visit Blythwood 

 Lip Sync auditions, Gr.1-3, 12:00pm, 

gym 

Wednesday, May 19
th
  

 Track and Field Area Meet, York 

University 

Thursday, May 20
th
  

 Scientist in the School, Gr.5 Nikita 

and Gr.5 Blackmore 

 Veterans visit to Sunnybrook, Gr.4 

Hutchison 

 Lip Sync auditions, Gr.4-6, 12:00pm, 

gym 

Friday, May 21
st
 

 Boys Soccer Tournament (rain date) 

Monday, May 24
th
  

 Victoria Day Holiday 

Tuesday, May 25
th
  

 Parent Volunteer Tea and student 

assembly, 1:15pm, gym 

Wednesday, May 26
th
  

 Pioneer Village field trip, Gr.3 Singh, 

Gr.3 Caulford 

 Pizza Lunch 

Thursday, May 27
th
  

 Bata Shoe Museum field trip, Gr.1 

Almon, Gr.1 Freeman, Gr.1 Laws 

 Girls Soccer Tournament at Rolph 

Road 

& 

Scenes from the  
Denim  

Diamonds Gala 
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Wow - what a BRILLIANT Gala!  

A multi-carat "thank you" to co-chairs 

Cathy Meyer and Paula Owen, to the 

Gala Committee:  Barb Antoniades; 

Mary Cameron; Helen Divito ; 

Heather Glass; Karen Hunter; Angie 

Mandel; Buffy O'Driscoll ; Catherine 

Orcutt ; Indira Ovenell; Lynn Torres; 

and Kathy Woodgate; and to the Silent 

Auction Committee: Pam Backman; 

Tara Borg; Sue Belanger; Lisa 

Davies; Andrea Mozas; Dena 

Mulcahy; and Tarne Whitely.   

There were many others who helped to 

make the night a sparkling success.  

Thank you to Giftie Kwarko who 

managed communications; teachers and 

class parents who worked with the 

children on the beautiful class projects; 

John Marshall, our master of 

ceremonies; Catherine Orcutt, who 

provided the dazzling décor; Kathy 

Woodgate, who managed the catering 

(weren't the grilled cheese sandwiches at 

the end just perfect?); Diane and John 

Armstrong who printed and designed 

the gorgeous auction catalogue; Barb 

Antoniades, Kathy Jauernig and 

Alison Smith, who managed the check-

out with help from Karen Hunter, 

Anita Mancuso and Leslie Steven; 

Gillian Marshall, who helped with set-

up; and our many corporate and 

individual donors, including the teachers 

who donated their much-sought after 

"experiences".   

Finally, thanks to parents and other 

members of the Blythwood community 

for supporting Denim & Diamonds by 

The Current 
News from the PSA/C 

purchasing tickets and spending money 

on Friday night!  We've got big plans for 

these funds in terms of enriching our 

childrens' learning environment, and 

once we firm up our results, we'll 

present our proposed 2010-2011 PSA 

Budget for your consideration.   

We are very sorry if you weren't able to 

join us at the Gala, but we'd still be 

grateful for your support  - either in the 

form of a direct donation that can be 

left in an envelope in the office, or by 

signing up to sponsor an item(s) on the 

donation board (located just inside the 

front doors of the school).  Tax receipts 

will be issued for any such donations.  

All of the proceeds donated through 

these fundraising efforts will be spent to 

benefit our children - we anticipate a 

great return on your investment! 

Though it went out with a dazzling 

event, April wasn't all about the Gala.  

Parents were busy volunteering at the 

school in many other capacities, for 

example:  

Tracey Barozzino, Donna 

Mackenzie Dorland and Jennifer 

Gerdts, together with David Haywood 

and Chris Tozer, spent many hours 

coaching track and field.  David and 

these dedicated parent coaches ran a 

fantastic Track & Field day, assisted by 

many parent volunteers.  

Wendy Duffy organized another visit 

from the Lice Squad.  These have 

been such a success that we're 

planning to run regular Lice Squad 

checks throughout 2010-2011.  Thank 

you to the volunteers who helped to 

co-ordinate the classes during the 

visit and re-checked heads on their 

return to school: Lisa Davies, Diana 

Moffat, Stephanie Myers and 

Helga Watchorn.  

The MS Read-a-thon kicked off on 

March 31 and our children spent the 

better part of April counting up their 

reading minutes to support a great 

cause!  Thanks to Shannon Hardy 

and Connie Rosenblatt for 

spearheading this program at the 

school. 

Our final PSA/C General Meeting 

will be in early June - date TBD.  

Please don't hesitate to contact me in 

the meantime if you have any 

questions or concerns about the 

PSA/C and its activities, or if you'd 

like to volunteer to assist with some 

of our many end-of-year activities.  

As well, please look for a 2010-2011 

volunteer sign-up sheet which will be 

coming home mid-May.     

With warm regards, 

Susan Fisher 

fsfisher@rogers.com 

A multi-carat òthank youó ! 

mailto:fsfisher@rogers.com
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The 3Rs in Room 6 

The Grade Ones in Room 6 have been 

learning about Reducing, Reusing and 

Recycling.  The students have created 

amazing structures out of recycled 

materials.  Molly built a city, Claire made a 

castle, Lauren A. made a rocket ship and 

Margot made a snow-globe.  Juliette 

created furniture for her 'Hello Kitty', 

Anne made a steam-ship, Cait made 

a percussion instrument and Tyler made a 

ball. 

  

Batik Art in Kindergarten 

The kindergarten students in Ms. Heron and Mrs. Pattõs classes were thrilled 

to work with Judy Pizano, a Professional Artist with the Inner City Angels to 

create one-of-a-kind works of art. The children learned the batik technique 

using wax and colourful dyes to make beautiful symmetrical butterflies.   

 

Earth Day at Blythwood 
By Caroline P., Yoon Ho C., Kevin B., Cameron D. 

On  Thursday, April 22nd, Mrs. Hutchisonõs  grade  4 

class walked down to Sherwood  Park and cleaned up. 

Some things we found were bottles, plastic bags and a 

dead mouse (but we didnõt pick it up), dog poop in a  

plastic bag, and a lighter.  We collected a whole lot of garbage.  While we were 

picking up garbage, we sang the Blythwood song, òWe are Blythwood, mighty 

mighty Blythwood.ó  It was fun! 
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Growing in Room 8 

The students in Room 8 are happy to 

see the progress of their plants. 

Theyõve seen lots of action taking 

place in the exotic jungle (greenhouse) 

and the green bean plants are doing 

very well! 

Scenes from 
Track & Field 

Day 

émore to come next month at the area meet and finals 

Researching 

Homes around the 

World 

Students in Ms. Pollockõs class did a 

unit on unique houses and shelters 

found around the world. This unit 

was also covered by Mr Zamora in 

computer class. Students conducted 

research on the internet and 

gathered information and pictures 

about these unique shelters. Then 

using software such as KidPix and 

Comic Life, the students created 

beautiful posters of their favourite 

unique houses. They had fun 

learning about houses and shelters, 

very different from those they see 

around them everyday. Here are 

some examples of their postersé 
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Kathy Dingley  Johanne Messner  Gerri Gershon Susan Fisher 

Principal Superintendent  Trustee  Chair, PSA 
416-393-9105 416-396-9182 416-397-2428 fsfisher@rogers.com 

 Blythwood Public School 2 Strathgowan Crescent, Toronto, ON, M4N 2Z5 

Safe Arrival: 416-393-9104 Office: 416-393-9105 Fax: 416-393-9107 

The View from Room 13 

The month of April has kept the students in Mrs. 

Katyal's class extremely busy.  We have had the 

privilege of working with Sophia Kolinas-an actor 

from Stratford and a former student teacher here 

at Blythwood-in our classroom.  Sophia has been 

integrating Drama with our Social Studies unit on  

"Pioneers".  The students have been creating tableaus, depicting various aspects of 

the lives of the Pioneers.  The students have enjoyed this wonderful experience!  

A new form of writing-Persuasive Writing was introduced in the month of April.  

The purpose of this form is to "convince the audience (the reader) on a particular 

subject matter."  We have attempted to choose topics that are authentic and 

meaningful to explore our writing.  

Field trips have also been the focus this month.  Our trip to the St. Lawrence 

Market was very successful!  We would like to thank Mr. Caulford for planning 

this trip.  The students had an opportunity to learn about the history and expansion 

of our great city.  We learned that the original City Hall was in the same building.  

After our introductory session, they had an exciting time exploring the Market, 

interacting with the merchants, sampling a variety of foods and even buying items 

before returning.  A big thank you to all our parent volunteers who accompanied 

us on this trip! 

To celebrate Earth Day, we planned a trip to Downsview Park.  Ms. Singh's class 

and our class had an exciting day!  The students went on a nature walk, they had a 

chance to identify various fruits and vegetables that are grown in Ontario and also 

make their personal "Greenhouses" with recycled water bottles.  Students planted 

celery seeds, sunflower seeds and peas.  Thanks to Ms. Singh for organizing this 

trip!  Here are a few glimpses... 

 

Visiting the St. 

Lawrence Market 

I went to the St. Lawrence Market.  

At the St. Lawrence Market I had a 

scavenger hunt with my buddy.  We 

saw some cool stuff like aquariums 

and there were cheese sticks that are 

good.  We learned about the town 

in the 1900s.  It was a great trip! 

By Seiji K. 

  

The St. Lawrence Market was really 

fun.  The prices were so cheap.  

They also had really good food.  

The style there was so classic.  It's 

been there for a long time but it 

wasn't always a market. 

By Moro B. 

  

I love the St. Lawrence Market!  

The first thing we did was a 

scavenger hunt in the market.  In 

the afternoon we learned some 

history about the market and made 

a map of our own imaginary town.  

My favourite part was that my 

group got to taste the best cheese in 

the market and the most smelly 

cheese in the market. 

By Erika M. 

  

 

mailto:fsfisher@rogers.com
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  2010 Lawrence Park 

Family Fun Day 
Saturday, June 5th: 8AM to 10PM 

Cheltenham Park (at Mildenhall Road) 

Rain  
 Date: 
 Sunday 
  June 6th

 

Come on out for all your family's favourites: morning fun run, bouncy castles, races, crafts, pet show, water gun battle, carnival 

games and so much more!  There's the complimentary family breakfast, BBQ lunch and a bring your own food BBQ family 

picnic in the evening.  Of course, then we'll show that LAWRENCE PARK ROCKS at the open-air DJ dance party. More 

details can be found at:  http://www.lpaa.ca/t-ffd_2010.aspx   

 

Morning 
8:00 Wake Up Call & Early Bird Kid’s Fun Run 

 

8:30 Complimentary Ratepayers Breakfast 

 

9:00-11:30 in the Park: 

Å Bouncy Castles, Carnival Games, Crafts, 

Whimz Animals, Face Painting, Balloons 

Å Drop by LPAA Booth for info, water, tattoos  

 

9:30-11:00 Races on Mildenhall Road: 

Å   9:30 Big Wheel Race/Jr. Grand Prix 

Å 10:00 Scooter/Ripstick Race 

Å 10:30 Slow Bike Race/Jr. Grand Prix 

 

11:00 Pet Show & Competition: 

Å Best Dressed, Tricks, Lookalike, Biggest, 

Smallest, Most Exotic  

 

12-1:00 Lawrence Park Church BBQ  

Å All proceeds to charity 

 

Afternoon 
1:00-2:00 – Rest Hour and Field Changeover 

2:00-4:00 Races/Contests in the Park: 

Å 2:00 Tug of War 

Å 2:30 Sprints, Sack and 3-Legged Races 

Å 3:45 Mom/Dad Egg Toss for Magwood 

Trophy 

Å 4:00 All Ages Capture the Flag Watergun 

Battle 

   No water guns after 5:00pm please! 

Evening 
5:30 Family Picnic in the Park: 

Å Bring your own dinner, BBQs will be setup  

Å Please use reusable dishes, cups and cutlery   

Å Bring extra tables, chairs, blankets 

 New city policy: alcohol is not permitted 
 

6:30 “Lawrence Park Rocks” with Planet Dance: 

Å Open-air DJ and family dance party 

Å Come dressed as your favourite rock star 
 

9:00 Local Guitar Music and Wrap-up by 

10:00pm 

    Thanks to all of our Fun Day volunteers for their support! Donations of $20 per family are welcome at the LPAA Booth 

http://www.lpaa.ca/t-ffd_2010.aspx

