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Grade 1 students explore 

the Bata Shoe Museum and 

learn that these shoes were 

made for walking… 

Grade 4 students visit with 

the veterans at Sunnybrook 

Blythwood Bulldogs rule the 

track and soccer pitch this 

spring  

Principal’s Message 

Bulldogs Rule 

the Track 
By Sara E. 

Wednesday May 19th was an exciting 

day for the Track and Field athletes. 

We all went to York University Track 

and Field Centre where we got to 

compete in our special events. 

Everyone did their best and by the end 

of the day there were wonderful 

results. It was a very hot day for the 

Track and Field Meet but many 

students did their personal best! 

Blythwood athletes did particularly well 

in relay, hurdles and long junp!  

May was a great month at Blythwood 

despite the intense heat wave near the 

end of the month. A reminder to 

parents to please send your children 

with chilled water bottles so that the 

students remain hydrated throughout 

the day. The staff and students are 

making use of every fan possible in the 

school and using the drinking 

fountains regularly. Thank you to a 

very kind parent for the fan donations. 

Open House was a huge success. 

Thanks to Mr Ingham and the 

primary and junior choir for their 

excellent performances. The African 

Drumming was also very well 

performed by the grade 5 students. It 

was nice to see all the parents 

wandering the halls and looking at the 

exceptional work our students have 

done throughout the year. 

Our grade 4 class performed in the 

Choral Project at Valley Park. It was a 

beautiful evening and Blythwood 

students were a huge success with 

many of our students taking part in 

the small groups of solo singing. 

Thanks to Ms Hutchison for taking 

on this project. 

Spirit day was a lot of fun with crazy 

shirt and tie day and freezies being 

sold at afternoon recess. The students 

looked great in their parent’s shirts 

and ties from the 80’s. We sure were 

stylish back then. 

Character Education continues to be 

reinforced at Blythwood and we just 

finished teaching and learning about 

the word integrity. The word for June 

is perseverance. We also had a great 

workshop for our students on 

Empowering and Anti Bullying 

strategies by Scott Graham. The 

students really enjoyed the 

presentation and some even got to do 

a little role playing.  

The school teams are in full force with 

the track and field and girls and boys 
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soccer. We have many of our track stars advancing to the next meet and many 

champions at the grade 2 and 3 level. The boys soccer team had a tournament at 

Rolph Road and won almost every game as did the girls soccer team. The two 

teams will advance to the next round. Well done Blythwood. Go Bulldogs Go! 

June will be a very busy month with lots of exciting things planned for the 

students from EQAO for our grade 3 and 6 students, grade 6 trip and graduation 

to play day and the bike rodeo. We will also be having an assembly around Pass 

the Baton. Our last and final spirit day will be on the last day of school with crazy 

hair day. 

Yours truly, 

Kathy 

Tuesday, June 1st to Friday, June 4th  
 Grades 3 & 6 EQAO 

Monday, June 7th 
 Track and Field South Finals 

 Pass the Baton for Parkinsons 

assembly, 9:15am Primary, 9:45am 

Junior 

Tuesday, June 8th 
 Pass the Baton for Parkinsons, all day 

Wednesday June 9th  
 Grade 6 Grad trip to Montreal 

 Pizza Lunch 

 Twelfth Night dress rehearsal, 1:00pm, 

gym 

Thursday, June 10th 
 Mr. Nikita’s Gr. 5 class presents: 

Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night, 7:00pm, 

gym 

Friday, June 11th 
 Director’s Cut, Gr.3 Katyal 

 Grade 6 Grads return from Montreal 

Tuesday, June 15th 
 Bike Rodeo: Gr. 1 & 2 classes, morning 

Wednesday, June 16th 
 Track and Field City Finals 

Thursday, June 17th 
 Lip Sync rehearsal, morning, gym 

 Lip Sync, 6:30pm, gym 

Friday, June 18th 
 Play Day, morning 

Tuesday, June 22nd 
 Wye Marsh field trip: Gr.4 Hutchison 

& Caulford 

 Girls & Boys City Soccer Finals 

Wednesday, June 23rd 
 Grade 6 Graduation, 6:15pm, gym 

Thursday, June 24th 
 Bruce’s Mill, Gr.2 Truman & Pollock 

 Sherwood Park, Gr.3/4 Caulford 

Friday, June 25th 
 Play Day, rain date 

 Blythwood Fun Day, afternoon 

Monday, June 28th 
 Third Term Report Cards sent home 

with students 

Tuesday, June 29th 
 Crazy Hair Day 

 Last day of school for students 

Wednesday, June 30th 
 PA Day 

mark your calendars 

Principal’s Message 
continued from p.1 

June 
2010 

These Shoes Were Made For Walking… 
By Mrs. Almon 

The Grade Ones jazzed up their Matter and Materials Science Unit with a half-

day visit to the Bata Shoe Museum.   

Shoes are made from a huge variety of materials, both practical and improbable.  

The vast collection of shoes offered a unique opportunity to discover why 

people have chosen to use such an array of materials for this everyday object. 

Our students investigated shoes made from different materials in the All About 

Shoes Gallery.  They used their senses to describe and identify the properties of 

a number of materials using the hands-on collection. 
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The Current 
News from the PSA/C 

But wait, there's more! Thanks are due 

to many other volunteers at the 

school, including: 

Sean Verhoeven (with assistance 

from Ella and Leanne Campbell), who 

designed the urns by the front doors - 

a lovely sign of spring! 

Alison Smith, who has been extra-

busy in her capacity as PSA Treasurer 

- managing hundreds of receipts and 

expenses from the Gala while 

delivering our recently approved 

2010-2011 budget. 

Tracey Barozzino and Barb 

Antoniades, who have encouraged 

dozens and dozens of our children as 

they lip synch their way to stardom 

(be sure to attend Lip Synch Night on 

June 17). 

Kim Gold  and Gloria Yusishen, 

who have been working with Sharon 

Moskovitz and Alex Zamora, and 

lots of Blythwood children, to deliver 

the much-anticipated school 

yearbook. 

Karen Wright and other Grade 6 

parents, who have been busy planning 

a terrific celebration for grads and 

their families in late June. 

It looks like summer is finally here - 

but before we can make that mental 

leap to holidays, cottages and camp, 

the Parent School Council has been 

busy planning the calendar of events 

and make-up of our committees for 

next year.  We've also finalized our 

budget - thanks to your support - and 

have started to spend fundraised 

dollars on some wonderful items for 

the school.  Our goal  is to have most 

of these delivered before the end of 

June so that the children will benefit 

from them as of the first day back in 

September!   

In addition, we recently submitted 

requests for: 

(i) a formal review of the existing 

boundaries of Blythwood's the 

catchment area (with a goal of 

incorporating the pocket roughly 

bounded by Lawrence, Bayview, 

Cheltenham and St. Ives); 

(ii) confirmation as to the eligibility of 

residents from two new Bayview 

Avenue developments to attend 

Blythwood School; and 

(iii) repainting crosswalk lines at 

several intersections near the 

school.  And we're working on a 

September rollout for our new 

Blythwood School website, which 

we hope will be a great 

communications tool for the 

school, parents and students! 

Prologue presents: 

Seesham & Lotus 

David Farwell, who responded to 

the pleas of staff and students with 

the donation of several new fans to 

help keep classrooms cool. 

Our final PSA/C General Meeting 

for the year was held on Tuesday 

May 25th.  Minutes will be 

circulated in the near future, but 

please don't hesitate to contact me 

in the meantime if you have any 

questions or concerns about the 

PSA/C and/or its activities.   

Finally, please consider volunteering 

on a committee next fall.  Our 

school has a wonderful tradition of 

parental involvement and we need 

your help to run the great events 

and programs sponsored by the 

PSC.  Please return the blue 

Volunteer Form or contact me 

directly if you are interested in 

working on one of the committees 

next year. 

With warm regards, 

Susan Fisher 

fsfisher@rogers.com   

 

 

Scenes from: 

Open House 
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Room 12’s Musical 

Interlude 

Room 12 had a very special guest come by 

for a 'musical interlude.'  Mayumi Seiler 

(Seiji's mom) stopped by with her violin to 

play us some music and teach us about the 

instrument.  Mayumi's violin is very 

precious because it's over 300 years old.  

She also told us that some violins are so 

expensive that you could buy a house for 

the same price!  She played us some 

beautiful music and even put music to the 

story of Ferdinand.  Seiji also played 

Twinkle Twinkle on his cello.  Seiji has 

many talents!  Thanks to Mayumi and Seiji 

for a great afternoon. 

  Welcoming Visit 
By Brooklyn B., Kate T., and Sara H. 

On Thursday, May 20th, we went to visit the Veterans. How it worked was 

every student sat at a table with a few classmates, and one or two Veterans. We 

had nice talks with the whole group, and while we talked, we painted our 

pottery that we made last time we came to see the Veterans. We have to say we 

were a little shy at the beginning, but we weren’t the least bit shy at the end. 

We bet it was like that for everyone. At the end of our fun filled trip, we were 

given a pin. The pin had a whole poppy on the right, a maple leaf in the 

middle, and half of a poppy on the left. Well, that sums up our visit. Bye until 

next time. 
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Bulldogs Rule 

the Track 
Continued from p.1 

Runners trained mostly every morning 

and jumpers trained at lunch. We 

trained for 6 weeks and it paid off but 

we couldn’t have done it without the 

help from our couches! Special thanks 

to Jeff Glass who helped with the 

hurdlers, Leigh Merlo who helped 

with the jumping and shot put, and 

Lisa Gray who helped with shot put!  

We would also like to give a big thank 

you to David Haywood, Chris 

Tozer, Donna Mackenzie, Tracy 

Barozzino and Jennifer Gerdts who 

volunteered their time to help us train!  

I have been participating in track and 

field since grade 2 and I love it! It’s 

hard work but, it is also lots of fun! 

Since I am leaving Blythwood next 

year one of the things I will miss is 

track and field. I hope that I will keep 

on doing Track and Field and I 

encourage other people to do it too! 

The top 4 athletes in their grade and 

gender in each event are moving on to 

the South City Finals on June 7th at 

Birchmount Stadium. 

Good luck Blythwood!  

 

2010 

Junior 

Girls 

Soccer 

Team 

 

Donna Mackenzie-Dorland 
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The View from Room 13 

Mrs. Katyal's Grade 3 students are looking forward to Director's 

Cut.  The team will be visiting us on Friday, June 11, 2010.  The 

students have been working on the concept of "Film Adaptation."  In 

class, we have had discussions about what is film adaptation, what are 

some of the reasons why films based on books are made, what are  

some examples, and finally, what are the differences and similarities between books 

and films. 

The students have been reading Roald Dahl's "Fantastic Mr. Fox."  After 

summarizing each chapter and creating a story map, the students watched the film.  

The next assignment was to compare the book to the film and write about the 

similarities and differences.  Here are a few examples: 

Once again, we had the privilege of working with Rita Cohen, our lead Math 

instructor for the North-East 6 family of schools.  Rita came in to model a "Math 

Congress."  Students worked in pairs as they tried to solve a division question.  

They were asked to show their work on chart paper, which was then displayed on 

the wall.  A few samples were chosen and each pair had to come forward and 

explain their thinking and justify their answer.  The rest of the group was asked to 

give their feedback.  It was interesting to hear some of the comments that the 

children came up with.  Conversations such as these are truly meaningful and 

provide a great insight to the teacher as to what the "next steps" in teaching should 

be.  We are always excited to have Rita visit us!  Here are a few glimpses: 

Our trip to the Zion Schoolhouse was a huge success!  All the children had an 

opportunity to pretend they were students who went to school in the year 1910.  

They got a chance to use slates and slate pencils, while they did arithmetic and 

spelling.  The even participated in a "Spelling Bee!"  Here are some memorable 

moments... 

 

Kathy Dingley  Johanne Messner  Gerri Gershon Susan Fisher 

Principal Superintendent  Trustee  Chair, PSA 
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